Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 






Hosted b, Google 



„ Google 



„ Google 



„ Google 



A 

DISCOURSE 

DELIVERED AT THE OPENISli OP THE 

SYNOD OE NEW JERSEY 

October 16, 1866, 

by the moderator, 
THE EEV. JOHN T; DUFFIBLD, D. D. 

WITH NOTES AND AN APPENDIX. 



PHILADELPHIA : 
JAME S S. CL AXT ON, 



1214 CHESTNUT STEEET. 

18G0. 



Hosicd by Google 



„ Google 



PREFACE. 



A resolution, wliioli tad Ijeen prepared and was about to be sub- 
mitted to tlio Sjaod, requesting the publication of the following 
Discourse, was withield at the request of the author. He eubse- 
quentlj reeraved the follewing oommuni cation, signed t>j some 
forty or fifty members of the Synod : 

" The undersigned, members of the Synod of Kew Jersey, heard 
■with interest and gratification your aermon at the opening of its 
BessioQB. They cannot but acknowledge the importauee of the 
subject therein discussed. Believing that its publication would be 
cf groat adrantage to any who are disposed to esaminc these 
views, as it certainly would be gratifying to the undersigned, they 
request you to put it into this more permanent form." 

The same reason which led to tie preparation and delivery of 
the Eermon, constrains me to consent to this request for its publi- 
cation — the deep eonviotion, that "the bi>essbd hope of the 
glorious appearing of the great God and out Saviour Jems Christ" 
does not occupy that place in the eiperience of His disoiples now, 
tiat it did in past ages of the Christian Cbuvch; and that this is 
due to a departure, not only from the doctrine of the Standards of 
our Church and the other Churches of the lleformation, but from 
the faith of Apostolic times. 

As many regard the whole subject of unfulfilled prophecy as 
obSQuro and of little practical Talite, and consequently feel 
justified in. treating it with comparative neglect, it may not be 
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PREFACE. 



out nf place here to direct attontion to tlie fact that the particular 
subject of this discourse does not belong to that portion of the 
Scriptures wBioh is diotinctiTely prophetic. It has nothiog to do 
with the interpretation of propliotlo symbols or prophetic num- 
bers. Whilst it undoubtedly has an important bearing on — I 
might say, lies at the basis of— the whole subject of Eaohatology, 
its prominence in the word of God would not be diminished, but 
would probably be only the more distinctly appiehended and fully 
appreciated, had the book of Daniel and the Apocalypse of John 
never been written. It occurs most prominently in the discourses 
of tbe Saviour and in tbe Apostolical Epihtles— the very portion of 
God's word which was given for tbe special purpose of directing 
the faith and practice of New Testament Btttnts, It is presented 
there repeatedly, and always as of the highest pracUoal moment; 
ao that Tve cannot eitlier ignore it or mistake it, witliont serious 
spiritual detriment. 

Tbe single aim of this discourse is to "hold it forth" as it is 
presented in that portion of "the word of life" just mentioned. 
The number and character of the signers to the atOTe request, en- 
courage the hope, that, by the blessing of God, tie publicaUon of 
the sermon may contribute somewhat to tie end for which it was 

It may be proper to add, that in aoeordance with the suggestion 
of several of the signers of the request for its publication, the dis- 
course, as here printed, is a more full discussion of the subject 
than was possible in a sermon prepared for delivery. 

An Appendix has been added eontaiuing an examination of every 
passage of Scripture not nodoed in the discourse or the notes, sup- 
posed to have any bearing upon the interpretation of the text. 
J. T. D. 
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DISCOURSE. 



" Waich, thsrefoTS, foT yc k«ov> ntii vihai hour ^ur Liyrd dolh cone." 
Matthew ssiv. 42. 

The most momentous fact recorded in history ia 
the iiiearnation — God on earth in the likeness of 
men. The most momentous event revealed in pro- 
phecy ia the return again to this earth of the incar- 
nate God "in His glory, and all His holy angels 
with Him." 

Whilst all who receive the Scriptures as the word 
of God agree as to the fact that Christ shall come 
again, the Church — at the present day, at least — is 
divided in opinion as to what we should believe in 
regard to the time of the glorious appearing. 

Some undertake to determine from prophecy, not 
the day and hour indeed, bat the precise year in 
which the Advent shall occur; and many, as yon 
are aware, suppose that this present year is the 
year indi.cated. 

An opinion directly opposite to this, is that 
which prevails so largely at the present day, that it 
may be said to he the common theory on the sub- 
ject. It is, that the precise time of the Advent can- 
not be known beforehand, but of this we may rest 
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6 THAT BLE33ED HOPE. 

assured, it is not near at band; that this event shall 
not occur until after certain other predicted events 
yet future, and requiring a long period for their ful- 
filment; that the world is yet to "be converted; that 
a long era of universal righteousness and peace — 
symbolized by the Apocalyptic binding of Satan for 
a thousand years — is to follow ; that Satan being 
loosed again for a season, an apostasy, to a greater 
or less extent, shall occur ; and that then, and not 
before, Christ shall come to judge the world, destroy 
his enemies, and set up his everlasting kingdom. 
It is accordingly maintained that to look for the 
Advent of the Lord in our day, or for centuries to 
come, is an idle expectation, originating in a narrow 
and superficial view of unfulfilled prophecy. 

A third doctrine on this subject is that taught in 
OTir Standards — the closing article of the Confes- 
sion of our Faith. It is there expressed in these 
words, that Christ "will have the day of His coming 
unknown to men, that they may shake, off all carnal 
security and be ever watchful, because they know 
not at wiat hour the Lord will come, and be ever 
prepared to say. Come, Lord Jesns, come quickly." 
This doctrine of our Confession differs, as you per- 
ceive, from both, those previously mentioned. As 
opposed to the former, it teaches that Christ "will 
have the day of his coming unknown to men." As 
opposed to the latter, it teaches, that the very rea- 
son why He will have the day unknown, is that men 
may be "ever watchful" for it. Our doctrine does 
not say, "the coming of Christ is certainly just at 
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THAT BLESSED HOPE. 7 

Land ;" mucli loss does it say, " tHe coming of Christ 
is certainly not at hand ;" it says, " the coming may 
be just at hand"^ — the time is unknown, the event 
is therefore ever imminent, and as such, should he 
over looked for with expectation and preparation. 

In the discharge of the duty which devolves upon 
me on this occasion, I venture, brethren, to suhmit 
for your consideration some of those reasons which 
constrain me to adhere to the at present unpopular 
doctrine on this subject — the doctrine of our Con- 
fession — particularly, as it stands opposed to the 
theory which says, " my Lord delayeth His coming." 

AlloviT me to say here, that this subject, as it pre- 
sents itself to my mind, has an interest far jieeper 
and more sacred than that of mere curiosity in re- 
gard to the future. Whilst the doctrine of the 
Second Advent, as every other doctrine of holy 
Scripture, may be discussed, and too often doubtless 
is discussed, without any practical end in view; 
■whilst, moreover, comparatively unimportant ques- 
tions, connected more or less intimately with this 
particular theme, have been the occasion of so mvich 
dogmatism and "doubtful disputation," as to render 
the whole subject, to many minds, distasteful; it is 
nevertheless undeniable, that next to the mystery of 
redeeming love, no truth of our holy religion is 
more prominently presented in God's word as a 
constraining motive to vigilance and fidelity in the 
Master's service, to personal holiness, to the resist- 
ing of temptation and the patient endurance of suf- 
fering, than "THAT BLESSED HOPE" — as Paul eha 
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8 THAT BLESSED HOPE. 

racterizes it — "the ghrioits appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." " Watch," is 
tlie Master's repeated admonitioa to the disciples, 
"be ye also ready, /or in such an hour as ye think 
TWt the Son of Man cometh" Matt. sxiv. M. " And 
what I say unto you I say unto all, watch." Mark 
xiii. 37. "The night is far spent, the day is at hand," 
says Paul, "let us, therefore, cast off the works of 
darkness, and let us put ou the armor of light." 
Eom. xiii. 12. " What manner of persons," asks 
Peter, " ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 
■godliness, looMngfor and hasting unto the coming of 
the day of GodP 2 Peter iii. 11, 12. "Every man," 
says the beloved disciple, " that hath this hope in 
him, pnrifieth himself." 1 John iii. 3, "Be patient, 
brethren," is the exhortation of James to suffering 
saints, "the coming of the Lord draweth nigh." 
James v. 7, 8. 

Not only is " this blessed hope" thus prominently 
held forth as an incentive to duty — thg, cherishing 
of it is presented as the distinctive characteristic of a 
follower of the Lamh. "There is laid up for me," 
says Paul, "a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me in that 
day, and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
hve Mis appearing" 2 Tim. iv. 8. " Unto them that 
look for Sim shall He appear, the second time, with- 
out sin, unto salvation." Heb. ix. 10. 

As " His appearing and His kingdom" are con- 
joined, 2 Tim. iv. 1, Matt. xxv. 31, Christ has 
made the desire for His " appearing" part of the 
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first petition of our daily prayer. That His follow- 
ers might have it ever in view, He remiai^s them of 
it in every administration of that Holy Sacrament, 
in which we "do show the Lord's death imtil J£e 
come." "Paul in all his Epistles, speaketh of these 
things." 2 Peter iii. 16. Peter speaks of it again and 
again in his first Epistle, and then makes it the one 
theme of a second Epiatle. James and John, and 
even Jude in his brief Epistle, fail not to hold it pro- 
minently forth. The Apocalypse opens with the 
annoancement, "Behold, Me comethf and the part- 
ing breath of inspiration is heard uttering, " Surely, 
I come quickly. Amen. Mv&n so, coitis Lord Jesus" 

The anti-millennarian Dr. Brown of Glasgow, in 
his work on the Second Advent — the ablest treatise, 
by the way, we have met with in defence of the 
common theory — with a candor worthy of all imi- 
tation, says, " Premillenialists have done the Church 
a service by calling attention to the place which the 
Second Advent holds in the word of God and the 
scheme of divine truth. When they dilate upon 
the prominence given to this doctrine in the Scrip- 
tures, and the practical uses which are there made 
of it, they touch a chord in the heart of every sim- 
ple lover of the Lord, and carry conviction to all 
who tremble at bis word, "With them we affirm, 
that the Redeemer's Second appearing is the very 
pole-star of the Church, That it is so set forth in 
the New Testament is beyond all dispute." 

Brethren, if any apology be deemed necessary for 
selecting as the subject of discourse on this ocoa- 
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sion, a tliomo occupying SEch a place in tbe word of 
God, I should find the apology Iq the very fact that 
an apology was deemed necessary. 

We propose then for consideration the inquiry, 
Is the above-mentioned doctrine of ov/r Confession the 
doctrine of God's loord? 

You will have observed, that on the particular 
subject of our inquiry — a subject so wholly a mat- 
ter of revelation — the framers of our 'Standards 
wisely incorporated, as the formula of their faith, 
the very language of our text, " Watch, for ye know 
not what hour your Lord doth come." It might 
have been supposed that whatever other aiticle of 
our faith would be controverted, this one — ex- 
pressed in the words which fell from the Master's 
lips — would have been permitted to pass unchal- 
lenged. And yet exception has been taken to the 
doctrine of our Church on this point as on others. 
The question has been raised, not indeed , as to the 
final authority of the language of Christ when 
rightly interpreted, but as to whether the true 
interpretation is that indicated by the connection in 
which the language is introduced in oar Standards. 
It occurs, in the chapter which treats of "The Last 
Judgment," and in the paragraph which teaches 
what we should believe in regard to the time of the 
Second Advent. The interpretatiou thus indicated 
has been called in question in two particulars. 

IHrst, as to what coming of the Lord is referred to 
in our text? It is maintained that Christ may be 
said "to come" in several different senses; that He 
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is not only to como again personally, laut that He 
comes to each individual at death; that He cornea in 
the events of Providence; that he comes by the ope- 
ration of His Spirit; that He comes with special pre- 
sence whenever two or three meet together in His 
name ; and that He comes to every one who hears 
His voice and opens the door of the heart and ia 
■willing to receive Him. It is accordingly alleged, 
that when the Scriptures speak of "the coming of 
Christ," the language is ambiguous ; that we cannot 
confidently say which of the comings ahove-men- 
tioned ia referred to, and probably err if we restrict 
the meaning to any one to the* exclusion of all the 
others. It is frequently alleged further, that in our 
text the coming primarily referred to, was Christ's 
coming at the destruction of Jerusalem, and second- 
arily, His coming to each individual at death — in 
which latter sense alone ia the admonition applica- 
ble to us.* 

To this we reply, that even if it were true that in 
the Scriptures Christ is said "to come" in the several 
senses mentioned, it would not follow that the mean- 
ing of the expression in any particular passage was 
either doubtful or double. The context may indi- 
cate what particular coming is referred to as un- 
equivocally as if the different comings were es- 

* As this notion of a double sense of Scripture ins been the fruit- 
fol Bouroe of so much obaourity and poEitive error in the inter- 
pretation, of God's word, wa would call attention to the fact, that 
our Confession, Chap. I. Sec. is., espl-esaly teaohea, &a,t "the 
sense of my Bcripture k not manifold, but one." 
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12 THAT BLESSED HOPE. 

pressed by different words.* Wc reply furtlicr, tliat 
whatever other passage of Scripture may be am- 
biguous, the particular coming referred to in our 
text is indicated by the connection beyond the pos- 
sibility of a reasonable doubt. 

The language in question occurs in the memor- 
able discourse of Christ in answer to the inquiries 
of the disciples, "when shall these things (the de- 
struction of Jerusalemj of which Christ had just been 
speaking) be? And what shall be the sign of thy 
coming (in the original, thy " T^^apouffia") and of the 
end of the world?" Now we ask particular atten- 
tion to the fact, that two distinct events are here 
referred to — the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
" napouaca'' of Christ, The disciples evidently sup- 
posed that these two events would occur simultane- 
ously; that at, and not before the coming of the 
Lord, Jerusalem would be destroyed ; and that this 
epoch would be "the end of the world."f The 

* For an exftmiDation of tlie different passages of tlie New Tes- 
tnmeut not noticed in the Disoonrae or the Notes, in wliicli a coming 
of Christ otJier than the Seoood Adrent is supposed to be referred 
to, see Appendix A. 

f Dr. Scbaff, in Lange's Commentary, here remarks : " It should 
be kept ID mind that when ' the end of the world' is spoken of in 
the New Testament, the term aisj^the present dispensation or 
order of tilings — is used, and not Kt^rf^ai — the planetary system, Uie 
created univeree." This distinction is ordinarily, though not in- 
deed invariably, observed in other connections than that mentioned, 
and the precise meaning of many passages is often misapprehended 
from not roeogniiing it. 

By "the world," in the passage under consideration, we are un- 
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point to lie obseryed, however, is, that tliey speak 
of the two events mentioned as distinct — though, as 
they then supposed, synchronous — events. 

The Saviour, not regarding these inquiries of the 
disciples as many seem to regard similar inquiries 
now — as of trivial importance, not to say as indicat- 
ing a spirit of carnal curiosity, to he repressed 
rather than encouraged — replies in a discourse that 
occupies a larger place in the Gospel histories than 
any other of his recorded discourses, not even ex- 
cepting the Sermon on the Mount. Mark xiii,, 
Luke xsi., Matt. xsiv. and xsv. 

He first informs them, Matt. xxiv. 4 — 14, as to 
what would be the character of the present aciov or 
dispensation, up until its very end — wars, famines, 
pestilences, earthquakes, in the world; and the 
Church in tribulation by reason of persecutions 
from without, and "heresies and deceivers within. 
He seems to intimate that the trials of the Church 
would increase as the end drew near. "Because 
iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall was 
cold, but he that shall endure to the end shall he 
saved." The sign of the end ■which He then men- 
tions, is an event which we have certainly much 
reason to believe is well nigh accomplished. "This 

doubtedly to understand, the " am* Sum," the ">m aim" of the New 
TeEtament, as diatinguishsA from the " aiai /iu\nav" — "this world," 
Matt. 3ii, 82, Luke ss. 84 ; " this present world," 2 Tim. iv, 10, 
Titus ii. 12; "this present evii world," Gal. i. 4, as distdngnished 
from "the world to come," whereof Paul epeaka, -which is to be 
in complete subjection to tlio God-man, Christ Je?us. Heb. ii. 5. 
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gospel of the kiagclom sliall be preaolied in all tlie 
woildj/oj- a witness unto all nations; and then stall 
the end come."* 

After this general introctuction, so to speat, the 
Saviour proceeds to reply particularly to the in- 
quiries of the disciples. In reply to their yJrsi in- 
quiry, in reference to the destruction of Jerusalem, he 
informs them fully as to the events which would 
immediately precede, and accompany, the desolation 
of the Holy City; adding, according to Luke, a 
declaration which ia frequently overlooked, and yet 
is of much importance as connecting chronologically 
his answers to the two distinct questions of the dis- 
ciples, " and they — that is, the Jews who survived 
the destruction of their city — shall he led away cap- 
tive into all nations, and Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled." Luke xxi. 24. Much of the ob- 
scurity which is frequently attributed to this dis- 
course of the Saviour, arises from a neglect of the 
passage just quoted, and the consequent assumption 
that the judgments here predicted as in store for the 
Jewish nation, were completely fulfilled in the de- 
struction of Jerusalem by the Eomans. The pre- 

* "The Bpostaey of the latter days and the universal dispereion 
of raiasioos, ore tte two great signs of the end dvawing near." — 
Alford. 

" The preaching of the gospel throughout the Soman -world pre- 
oeded the end of the Jewish state ; the promulgaaon of the gospel 
throughout the whole iTOtld Hill be the sign of the end of the dio* 
ktM."—Dr. Schaff. 
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diction liere made of tbo calamities that wero to 
befall the Jews, is in the progress of fulfilment unto 
this day. They are still scattered "among all na- 
tions," Jerusalem is still "trodden down of the 
Gentiles," and not "until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled," shall the fulfilment of the language of 
Christ in reply to this first question of the disciples 
be consummated. 

As the disciples supposed that the destruction of 
Jervsahm, and that coming of Christ of which they 
had spoken — His "^nfonma. — would be synchronous 
events, the Saviour in connection with His reply to 
their first inquiry corrects their error. He informs 
them that at the time of the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, "false Christs" would arise; and he forewarns 
them, "Then, if any man shall say unto you, Lo here 
is Christ, or there — believe it not. If they shall 
say, Behold he is in the desert — go not forth ; Be- 
hold he is in the secret chambers — believe it not. 
For as the lightning cometh out of the east and 
shineth even unto the west, so shall also the coming 
(the ■Ka.poumri) of the Son of man be." Now the 
points to be here noticed are, first, that here for the 
first time in the Saviour's reply is a coming of 
Christ mentioned; second, that the coming here men- 
tioned is "the T^apouffca,'" mentioned by the disciples 
in their second inquiry; third, that this coming was 
not the destruction of Jerusalem, but an entirely 
distinct event; and, fourth, that it was that coming 
of Christ, of which the coming of the "false Christs" 
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was the counterfeit — the personal, glorious, advent 
of the Lord. 

Having answered fully the first inquiry of the 
disciples, He proceeds to reply to their second in- 
quiry, "what shall be the sign of thy coming — thy 

" Imnaediately," says He, "after the ti'ibulation of 
those days — that is, after the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, and the dispersion of the Jews, and the tread- 
ing down of the Holy City ' until the times of the 
Grentilea be fulfilled' — shall the sun be darkened and 
the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall 
fell from heaven, and the powers of heaven shall be 
shaken." Luke adds what Matthew omits — indicat- 
ing, possibly, though we may not say certainly, the 
literal meaning of the language of Matthew taken 
figuratively — "and there shall be distress of natioua 
with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; 
men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on the earth" — 
language, by the way, which every one must feel is 
a strikingly accurate description of this very pre- 
sent time. "And then," says Luke, "shall they see 
the Son of man coming in a cloud, with power and 
great glory." Matthew's record at this point is 
more full, and is made with evident reference to the 
precise language of the inquiry the Saviour is now 
answering — which inquiry Matthew alone records. 
"And then," says he, "shall they see the sign of 
the Son of mau iu heaven, and then shall all' the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the 



,y Google 



THAT BLESSED HOPE, 17 

Son of man coming in tlie clouds oC heaven with 
power and great glory." 

Here we have the coming, which was the subject 
of the disciples' incLuiry and the Saviour's answer — 
the TzapoijouiL of Christ — distinctly defined, as "the 
coming of the Son of mam, in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory." 

After admonishing the disciples by the parable 
of the fig-tree putting forth its leaves, to be watch- 
ful for the signs of His coming, the Saviour "dds, 
"but of that day and that hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 
But as the days of Noah were, so shall the coming 
(the napoumd) of the Son of man be. For as in the days 
that were before the flood, they were eating and drink- 
ing, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
that Noah entered into the ark, and knew not until 
the flood came and took them all away ; so shall 
also the coming (the napouaia) of the Son of man be. 
Then shall two be in the field — the one shall be 
taken and the, other left. Two women shall be 
grinding at the mill, the one shall be taken and the 
other left." Then follows the exhortation of our 
text, " Watch, therefore, for ye know not what hour 
your Lord doth come."* 

Now we respectfully submit, whether anything 

* The single passage of doublfitl meaning ia tlie entire dlseourse 
of the Saviour, is His declaraition, "tbis generation shall not ji^iss 
(away) until all these thiogs be fulfilled." Mat.t. ssiv, 34, JIark 
xiii. 30, Luke xxi. 32. lu regard in the weaning of this passage, 
see AppendU S. 
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further than this simple sycopais of our Saviour's 
disGoiirae up to this point, is necessary to justify 
■what we asserted above, that whatever other passage 
of Scripture might he amhiguoua, the particular 
coming of Christ referred to in our text, was indi- 
cated by the connection, beyond the possibility of a 
reasonable doubt? Can any other coming be possi- 
bly referred to, than that coming which was the 
subject of the disciples' inquiry, and the Saviour's 
answer — the napouaia of Christ — which He himself 
describes as "the coming of the Son of man in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory"? If 
we are at liberty to attribute to the language of 
Scripture any meaning which the mere words, taken 
without reference to their immediate connection, 
may bear, is it not evident that the word of God 
may be made to mean anything or nothing accord- 
ing to the ingenuity of the interpreter? If this be 
admitted as a principle of interpretation, would it 
not be difficult to frame a proposition that might 
not be cither proved or disproved at will, by the 
language of Scripture? 

To avoid the manifest conclusion to which the 
interpretation of our text just given would lead — 
the duty> of watching for the personal coming of the 
Lord — it is commonly alleged that the coming 
referred to in the text, was the figurative or provi- 
dential coming of Christ at the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. This objection involves a two-fold assump- 
tion ; first, that the destruction of Jerusalem was, ill 
Scripture phraseology, a coming of Christ at all. 
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If at all, the only instance is the iostanoe in ques- 
tion — and with what reason, or rather the absence 
of all reason, the assumption is made here, we have 
already seen — and one other doiihtful passage, "there 
he some standing here which shall not taste of death 
until they see the Son of man coming in His kingdom." 
Matt. svi. 28.* But a second, and. still more gross 
assumption, is, that the coming of our text refers to 
the destruction of Jerusalem exdusively — exclu- 
sively, be it observed, of the event with which the 
text is in immediate connection; and an event, 
moreover, which is not merely by a figure of speech^ 
a coming of the Lord, but literally and eminently, 
the coming of the Lord — "the coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory." We have 
said exclusively, for if any one chooses to maintain 
that the coming of the test refers to hoth events — 
that the full meaning of the Saviour's exhortation 
was, until the destruction of Jerusalem his disciples 
were to watch for that event, and after the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem His disciples were to watch for 
His personal appearing — the main point, the practi- 
cal point, for which we are contending is admitted; 
Jerusalem has certainly been destroyed, and that it 
is now our duty to watch for Christ's personal ap- 
pearing, would be as fully established by the inter- 
pretation just mentioned, as if this were the only 
duty to which the text was intended to be an ex- 
hortation. 

The objection to our doctrine, just mentioned, is 
* See Appetidix A. 
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SO common, and made with so much eonfidenee, 
that we may he allowed to state again distinctly the 
reply to it. Two events are the subject of the 
Saviour's discourse. One of these events, if it may 
be called "a coming of Christ" at all, may be so 
called, in any case, only by a figure of speech, and 
in the case in question, there is not the slightest in- 
timation that any such figure was employed. The 
other event is the literal, personal, coming of the 
Lord. In immediate connection with this latter 
event, is an exhortation to watch for the Lord's 
coming. Now do we use language not justified by 
the fact, when we. say, it is a gross assumption to 
maintain that the exhortation refers, not to the 
latter event, but to the former — and to the former 
moreover, exclusively?* 

* As the destruotion. of Jerusalem was to preoetJe tlie ParousiiL — 
" the coming of tbe Son of man in the oloads of heaven with povter 
and great glorj" — the clesti-action of Jeruaalem wa.a of course the 
immediale object of expectation of tiiose living before Omt event, 
■wlio guTe heed to tie Saviour's eshortation. It does not follow 
from this, however, that the destruotiou of Jemsalem was itself 
either a coming of the Lord, or Ihe coming of the Lord referred to 
in the text. The Psalmist furnishes us with an esact illustration 
of the duty enjoinod in the text, as it applied to the diseiplea— 
" My 3oul wdtetl) for the Xovd more than they that wntob for the 
morning." PBllm esxx, G. While it is yet night, the immediate 
object of the Tratoher's expectation is not the rising of the sun, but 
the dawn and the day-8ta,r. And yet'neither the dawn nor the 
day-Btac is the sun. The watcher is on the look-ont indeed for the 
day-star, but it is for tbe sun that he ia "watching." 

This relation of the destruction of Jerusalem to "the coming" of 
whioli the Saviour is speaking, is brought out distinctly in the 
paraWo of the ligtrec. " When his branch is yet tender and 
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But, Eigaiu, it ia frequently alleged, tiiat the coming 
referrgd to ia our text is C/irist's coming to each in- 
dividual at death. This ia, if possible, a still more 
groas assumption. The destruction cj Jerusalem 
was at least, one of the subjects of the disciples' in- 
quiry and tKe Saviour's answer, bat death is not 
even alluded to by either. To maintain, neverthe- 
less, that death is the coming referred to — what ia it, 
but an entirely gratuitous assumption? Ws confeaa 
to the difficulty of replying to it by any argument, 
inasmuch as it has not even the pretence of an argu- 
ment in its favor. All that can be done — and we 
cannot but feel, all that is necessary — is to state dis- 
tinctly the question at issue. It is not whether it is 
our duty to be ever prepared for death ; nor even 
whether death may be legitimately spoken of as a 
coming of Christ; but the question is this. Is death 
the coming referred to in the text? Or more pre- 
cisely still, is death the event exclusively referred 
to ? — for we again remark, that if any one sees fit to 
maintain that the exhortation of the text refers to 
both events— to Christ's corning to each individual 
at death, and also His literal "coming in the clouda 

pntteth fortli lesTes, ye know tLat summer ia nigh. So likewise 
ye, wben ;e sLall eee all theee Uiiugs (the things that w 
cede the oomiug, including of course ihe deBtmction of 
know tiiat it (the coming) is near, eyeo at the doors." 

It should be noticed, further, the Saviour declares of the event 
of which he is hera speaking, " of that day and that hour knoweth 
no man, no, not the angels in heaven, but my Father only." Now 
this cannot refer to the destruction of Jerusalem, for Daniel had 
predicted the precise timu of that event. Daniel is. 2i — 27. 
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of heaven, with power and great glory, we should 
not regard the question raised as worth controvert- 
ing, since all for which we are confcendiDg would be 
admitted. 

Whether death is ever referred to in the Scrip- 
tares, as a coming of Christ, we are not called on here 
to disciiss. It is, to say the least, extremely doubt- 
ful. As howevet the second coming of the Lord 
and death are alike, in that both events are ever im- 
minent ; and also, in that the occurrence of either 
would fix our everlasting destiny, the admonitions 
and exhortations of the Scriptures, with reference 
to the former event, are of course readily — and we 
may say, legitimately — applicable to the latter, by 
way of accommodation, but we should ever bear in 
mind, hy way of accommodation only. We do 
greatly err, if, beyond this appropriation of Scrip- 
ture language to a subject not in the mind of the 
sacred writer or speaker, we lose sight of the sense 
primarily intended; much more do we err if we 
presnme to regard the one sense as a full and ade- 
quate substitute for the other. For whilst the two 
events in question are alike in the respects men- 
tioned, they are wholly unlike — we might almost 
say, opposite—in other and most important re- 
spects; especially in this eminently practical re- 
spect, in the different feelings which the anticipa- 
tion of the two events is calculated to excite in the 
mind of the believer. " Death, says Baxter, " ap- 
peareth to me as as an enemy, and my nature doth 
abhor and fear it, but the thoughts of the coming of 
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tlie Lord are most sweet and precious. Christ's ser- 
vants can submit to death, but His coming they 
loyo and long for," Dr. Brown, in his work on the 
Second Advent, previously referred to, remarks, 
" The coming of Christ to individuals at death, 
whatever profitable considerations it may suggest, 
is not fitted to take that place in the view of the 
believer, which the Scripture assigns to the Second 
Advent. The death of the believer, however changed 
in virtue of his union to Christ, is intrinsically, not 
joyous but grievous. The Eedeemer's second ap- 
pearing, however, is an event of unmingled joyous- 
neas. How then can the former event awaken feel- 
ings, I will not say equally intense, but even of the 
same kind, as the latter." If this be so, brethren, 
is our whole duty with respect to the Master's re- 
peated exhortation fulfilled, when we appropriate 
the language in admonishing luen to prepare for the 
hour of death? Shall we be "found faithful" to the 
trust committed nnto us, if we give not at least 
equal prominence to the exhortation, in the sense 
which the Master intended when He uttered it, and 
admonish our fellow-men to watch for the personal, 
glorious, appearing of the Lord, " because they 
know not at what hour the Lord doth come" 1 

In our defence of the doctrine of our Confession 
on the point immediately under consideration, we 
have thiis far confined our attention to the evidence 
furnished by the connection in which the text 
occurs. However complete, of itself, this evidence, 
we have by no means exhausted the scriptural ar- 
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gument on the subject. The interpretation of our 
text given in our Standards is Eibundantly con- 
firmed, were confirmation necessary, hy tlie repeated 
and uniform teaching of the Apostles. 

Whether death, or any other event of providence, 
or the operation of the Spirit, may with propriety 
be called a coming of Christ, or not, we affirm, with- 
out fear of successful contradiction, that the familiar 
New Testament expressions' " the coming of Christ," 
"the coming, of the Lord," "the coming of the Son 
of man," have a fixed and invariable meaning — 
that they are used to denote the second personal 
appearing of the Saviour, and in no one instance are 
they used with reference to any other event. 

The term in the original corresponding to "the 
coming'''' of our version is not, as our translation 
might leadwis to suppose, a word derived from the 
ordinary Gbeet verb denoting " to come" {spyoi>.ox). 
In one single instance, 1 Cor. i. 7, the word in the 
original is " oKoxaloipiz'^ — literally, the apocalypse, the 
revelation of the Lord. In the other seventeen in- 
stances' in which the expression " the coming'''' occurs 
in our version, the term in the original is "napouaia" 
— a term which denotes as precisely as possible by 
any single word, personal presence.* The meaning 

* The following ai 
uhioli the tflrm u-a^w 
question. 

1st Cor. XT!. 17. " I am glad of the oooiing {wa^svira) of Ste- 
phanas and FortujiatuB." 

3(1 Got, Tii. 6, 7. " God eomforted us by the coming (n-ajmi/i) 
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of tlie expression — "tlie coming" — in the single 
exceptional case mentioned, will not, we presume, be 
called in- question. Paul commends tlie Corinthi- 
ans in tbat they "came behind in no gift, waiting 
for the coming (aizoxahipci:) of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
No oae, we take for granted, will seriously main- 
tain that Paul here means, that the Corinthians were 
waiting for death, or some event of providenoe, or 
some operation of the Spirit, or Christ's presence in 
their religious assemblies, or in the heart of the be- 
liever. Their "waiting for the coming of our Bbrd" 
was undoubtedly the same as that of the Thessalo- 
nians, whose conversion from heathenism to Chris- 
tianity the Apostle in bis first Epistle to that Church 
describes in language, which we commend to the 
consideration of those who would charge us with 
over-estimating the importance of the doctrine of 
the Second Advent: "ye turned to God from idols, 
to serve the living and true God, and to wait for. Sis 
Son from heaven." This language at least, is une- 
quivocal. Observe in passing, by these two strokes 
of his pencil — "serving the living God and waiting 
for His Son from heaven"— Paul sketches the por- 
trait of a Thessalonian convert. Do we recognize 

of Titu3, and not by hie coming (jr«^«/Tii) onlj," &(;. ; 1. 10, " Hig 
bodily presence (nM^iuTia) is weak." 

Phil. i. 26. " Bj my coming (wajan-ra) to jou again ;" ii. 12, 
" Not as in mj preaeace (■ra^-.m-ii) onlj." 

2d Thess. ii. 9. " That wicked one— whcf e eoming (M^tuo-ii) is 
after the working of Satim." 
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in it the likeness of a disciple now? And if not, 
brethren, why not? 

As to the other, and with the single exception 
mentionedj the invariable word in the original, cor- 
responding to "the coming" of our version — the 
word "za/iooff(a" — its strict etymological significa- 
tion of itself, goes far toward establishing what we 
have asserted as to its meaning. Bat it is the con- 
nection in which it ordinarily occurs, and the man- 
ner of its use by the Apostles that completes the 
deiaoDstration. They spealc of the napouma of Christ 
as familiarly as they do of the resurrection of Christ, 
and with no more intimation of the possibility of 
misapprehending their meaning in the one case 
than in the other. Frequently the meaning of the 
expression is clearly indicated by the context; fre- 
quently the meaning is not thus expressly indi- 
cated — the term being used as one welUunderatood 
and unmistakable — and in no single instance is 
there the slightest gronnd for doubt as to its signi- 
fication. It is used, moreover, as convertible — and 
hence identical in signification — with that other 
familiar New Testament expression, "the day of the 
Lord" — the meaning of which, we take for granted, 
is beyond dispute. Compare 1 Thess. iv. 15 with 
V. 2. See also, 2 Thess. ii. 1, 2 ; 2 Peter iii. 4, 10, 12. 

Thei force of these statements can only be appre- 
ciated by quotation. The term in question first 
occurs in the inquiry of the disciples already refer- 
red to, " what shall be the sign of thy napouma, and of 
the end of the world?" The Saviour in reply tells 
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them of "the sign of the Son of man coining in the 
cloiids of heaven with power and great glory," add- 
ing, " as the days of Noah were, so shall the nupouma 
of the Son of man be," and again in the next verse 
hut one, "they knew not nntil the flood came and 
took them all away ; so also shall the Tiapouaia of 
the Sou of man he." The use of the expression 
here seems to have settled its signification in the 
miuds of the Apostles, and it is henceforth used hy 
them as a technical term, so to speak, to denote the 
second personal appearing of the Lord. We cannot, 
of course, quote here all the passages in which the 
word occurs. We take as an example, its use in 
the first Epistle to the TheK^alonians, where it occurs 
no less than four times, "What," asks Paul, "is 
our hope or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not 
even ye in the presence of our Lord at his napouataV 
Again, he prays, " the Lord make yon to increase 
and abound in love one toward another— to the end 
He may stabiish your hearts unblameable in. holi- 
ness before God, even our Father, at the Tcapauaca 
of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints." 
Again, he says, "we which are alive and remain 
until the napouaia of the Lord, shall not prevent 
them that are asleep." Again, his prayer is, that 
"God would preserve their whole spirit and soul 
and body blameless until the Tiapo'jaca of our Lord' 
Jesus Ohrist." 

Now we respectfully submit, is the meaning of 
the Apostle in either of these passages, obscured, or 
in any way aflectcd, by the fact — if fact it be^that 
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elsewhere Christ is said "to come" at death, or in 
providence, or by His Spirit? That the meaning of 
the expression in question is less clear and une- 
qaivocal in any other passage of the New Testament 
Epistles, we have uo hesitation in saying, that no 
one, after examination, will venture to assert* And 
if this be so, can there be the shadow of a doubt as 
to what coming is referred to by the Apostles when 
they speak of " the coming — the T.a[)Qijma — of the 
Lord?" 

* Tbnt tl\B reader may hare at haniJ tha evidence of ouv asser- 
tioa as to tlie mBaning of the espression, " the coming" of our 
TBrsiou — the sugiuTja of the original — we give hers all the passages 
of the New Tealamertt in irhiehthe eipreaaion ooours, eioept those 
which have heen already quoted above. 

1st Cor. ST. 23, "Afterwards, Ihey that are Chriit's, at His 

3d Tiiess. ii. I, "Now we beseooh you, brethren, by the ujimii 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto Him.; 
ii. 8, " Than shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord .... 
will destroy with the brightness of his iraipmei." 

James ¥. 7, " Be patient, brethren, unto the fra^ium of the 
lord ;" Y. 8, " The ■tra^Jisa of the Lord draweth nigh." 

2d Peter i. 16, "We have not followed cunningly devised fables, 
when wo made fenown unto Ihe power and tijuitjs of onr Lord 
Jesus Christ;" iii. 4, "Where is the promise of Bis irT^itri-t?" 
iii. 12, "Looking for and hasting unto the ws^imto. of the day of 
God." 

1st John ii. 28, " Abide in Him, that when he shall appear we 
shall not be ashamed before Him at his -sa^i-iiina.." 

As confirmatory of what wc have said, as to the soriptaral usage 
of the term, na^iNsva, it is worthy of notice that in the four in- 
stanoes in the New Testament where tho^fsi Advent of Christ is, 
in terms, referred te, the eipression employed i? not vjtata. In 
three instaiiees the term employetl is a derivative from the ovdi- 
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The important bearing of the eonclnsion we here 
reach is evident. First, it exposes the ntter ground- 
lessness of the common assumption that the teach- 
ing of the New Testament, in regard to iha coming 
of the Lord, ia obscure and ambiguous. It makes 
manifest that the alleged reason for this obscurity 
— namely, that Christ may be said "to come" 
(ep^o/iai) in several diflerent senses — has nothing 
at all to do with the question — the question being 
as to the meaning of the expressions, " the coming 
of Christ," "the coming of the Lord," "the coming 
of the Son of man," as they oecnr in the word of 
God. Is there any language of the Seriptares more 
unequivocal? Is not Peter justified in saying, with 
reference to this very subject — "the power and 
coming of our Lord Jeaas Christ" — "^Ye have a 
sure word of prophecy" ? Have we, brethren, the 
slightest ground for maintaiuing that it is an uncer- 
tain word, and that we may therefore disregard 
the Apostle's significant admonition, "whereunto 
ye do well to take heed as unto a light shining in a 
dark place"? Secondly, the settled meaning of the 
term izapouaia in the Apostolical Epistles puts be- 
yond all dispute the question, as to what coming of 

nttry Qreak verb, denoting in oome, {^X"!*'"') ^°^ '" ''^'' other in- 
Btauce, tlie term used is taken frum the Septnagint terBion of Mai, 
iii. 2, "Who shall abide the day of his coming— HitJiB?" 

Matt. 'xL 8, and Lakevii. iO, " Art thou he that eliould come — • 
"litorallj, the ooming one— i t^x'f^""^'' 

Acts vii. 52, "They have elain them whioii showed before of the 
coming (si&arot) of the Just Oae ;" xiii. 24, " When Joha had first 
preached, before His coming — tu; K^gJi"." 
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tbc Lord was the subject of the disciples' inquiry 
and tlie Saviour's answer, wlien they spoke of the 
Ttapo-ja'.a of the Son of man. And it has a still fur- 
ther bearing on the interpretation of our text. 
"With reference to "the napoua^a of the Lord," 
(2 Thess. iv. 15,) and the synonymous expression, 
" the day of the Lord," (v. 2,) Paul repeats the very- 
exhortation of the Saviour, "let us not sleep as do 
others, bnt let us watch and be sober." (v. 6.) The 
same exhortation in terms, if possible, more unmis- 
takable, occurs in Peter's reply to the scoffers' ques- 
tion, "Where"' is the promise of his rrapouata?" 
"The day of the Lord," says he, "will come as a 
thief in the night. What manner of persons then, 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godli- 
ness, hohing for and hasting unto the coming of the 
day of God." 2d Epis. iv. 7. Of similar import is 
his exhortation in the first Epistle, "the end of all 
things is at hand, be ye therefore sober and watch 
unto prayer." These Scriptures, it does seem to 
me, establish beyond all controversy the interpre- 
tation which the framers of our Standards have 
given to the language of oiir text. They do more. 
If it could be demonstrated that we have misappre- 
hended the Saviour's meaning in our text, it would 
still, on the ground of these Scriptures, remain true, 
that the doctrine of our Standards is the doctrine of 
God's word. Whatever be the meaning of the 
Saviour's exhortation, if the Apostolical Epistles he 
accepted as the rule of our faith, it is a clearly re- 
vealed duty to he "ever watchful" for "the glorious 
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appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesua 
Christ." 

We proceed to the consideration of the secoud 
question which has been raised in regard to the in- 
terpretation given to our text in the Confession. It 
is, as to what is the precise force and meaning of 
the exhortation to "vjakh" for the coming of the 
Lord. Admitting, it is said, that the coming of the 
Lord here referred to is His second personal appear- 
ing, it does not follow from the exhortation to 
"watch" for this event, that we are to live in expec- 
tation of its occurrence, as an event near at hand 
and ever imminent; the duty here enjoined is 
fulfilled if, believing that Christ shall certainly come 
again, we endeavor so to live that we shall he ac- 
cepted in that day, and that this we may do though 
we believe the event is yet in the distant future. 

That the fad of Christ's coming again is, in itself 
considered, a truth of the highest practical moment, 
and one under the influence of which we should 
continually live, is undeniable, and so far as we 
know, undenied. That, however, is not the point 
here at issue. The question is this, do the Scrip- 
tures teach us nothing more on this subject than the 
mere fact of the Second Advent? And does, be- 
lieving that the event shall certainly occur — but in 
the distant future — and endeavoring to live accord- 
ingly, fulfil the particular duty to which we are 
exhorted in our text, and in similar passages of 
God's word — the duty of "watching" for {ypr^opu-cs,) 
"looking for and hasting unto" {KooaSoxojvTa^ xcu 
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anwdoi/rac,) " waiting for"— literally " expecting" 
{aTtsxdijoftivouz) — the coming of the Lord? Our 
Confession, as you will find by reference, expressly 
discriminates between the practical uses which 
should be made of the momentoua fact of the Ad- 
vent, and that watchfulness for it to which we are 
exhorted in the test; and the question is, whether 
there is any just ground for this discrimination? 

Brethren, slight as the distinction here may seem 
to be, it is nevertheless one of no ordinary import- 
ance. Whatever the particular duty in question 
may be, the frequency with which we are exhorted 
to its performance indicates the estimation in which 
it was held by Christ and the Apostles. Now if the 
exhortation mean, that we should be ever watchful 
for the personal appearing of the Lord, as an event 
ever possible, and we understand it to be simply an 
exhortation to prepare for Christ's coming in the 
distant future, the error is a threefold evil. It leads 
to the neglect of the commanded duty. It causes us 
to regard the very performance of the duty as the 
indulgence of an idle — not to say, hurtful — expecta- 
tion; and it destroys in a great measure the prac- 
tical effect of the prospect of the Advent, as an in- 
centive to the performance of all other duties. The 
difference in the practical effect of the prospect of 
the- Advent when we believe it to be far distant, and 
when we believe it to be ever imminent, is illustrated, 
by the different effects which the prospect of death 
produces, when in carnal security we imagine that 
our life will certainly be lengthened out for many 
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years to come, and when by some providence of 
God we are brought to feel that "this night" our 
sou! may be required of us. It is therefore a matter 
of eminent practical importance that we rightly ap- 
prehend the precise meaning of the repeated exhor- 
tation, "watch, for ye know not what hoar your 
Lord doth come." 

■ To determine thia aright, we remark: It will not 
be denied \^Si% preparing for an event which we be- 
lieve to be in the distant future, and watching for it, 
hoMngfor it, expecting it, are entirely different atti- 
tudes of the mind. Now to say the least, it would 
be strange, if Christ and the Apostles intended to 
express the former idea, and yet should uniformly 
use the very terms they would have used, had they 
intended to express the latter. 

But not to dwell upon the fact that these terms 
should be understood in their ordinary and proper 
signification, unless there be some manifest and con- 
clusive reason to the contrary, we maintain that 
their precise meaning in the connection in question, 
is indicated explicitly and unequivocally, hy the 
reason annexed to the exhortation. It is not the mere 
fact of the Advent, but the uncertainty as to the time 
of it, that is urged as the reason for the particular 
duty here enjoined. The language of the Saviour 
is not, " watch, for the Lord shall surely come 
again," but it is, "watch, /or ye hnow not what hour 
your Lord doth come." To put, as it were. His 
meaning beyond all doubt or questioning, the 
Saviour goes on at length, to illustrate and enforce 
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it. " If tie good man of the house," He adds, " had 
known at what watch the thief would come, he 
would have watched and would not have aufferec! 
his house to be broken up. TherefoTe, be ye also 
ready, /«■ in suck an hour as ye think not the Son of 
man cometh." Then follows His commendation of 
the faithful servant who lived in expectation of his 
master's return, and His condemnation of the faith- 
less servant "who said in his heart, My lord delayeth 
his coming." Observe, the sin of this faithless ser- 
vant was not that he denied or doubted the fact of 
the master's return — he acknowledges the fact in the 
very words attributed to him. What led to his 
condemnation was, saying in his heart, " My lord 
delayeth his coming." To impress yet more dis- 
tinctly and deeply on the minds of the disciples the 
precise duty to which He had exhorted them, the 
Saviour adds still further, the parable of the ten 
virgins ; and as if to avoid the possibility of mistake 
as to its meaning, He himself interprets it, by re- 
peating at its close the exhortation which it was de- 
signed to illustrate and enforce, "watch, therefore, 
for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein 
the Son of man cometh." 

On another occasion, according to Luke, He ad- 
dresses to the disciples a similar exhortation. "Let 
your loins be girded and your lights burning, and ye 
yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord when 
he will return from the wedding. Blessed are those 
servants whom the lord, when he cometh, shall find 
watching. Be ye therefore ready also, for the Son 
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of man cometh at an hour when yc tliink not." 
Luke xii. 35, 36, 37. 40. 

Now in view of this full and explicit instruotion 
of Ciirist, OD the very point under consideration, is 
it possible to attribute any other meaning to tie 
language of onr text than that given to it in the 
Confession? Is it conceivable, that after all, we 
can fulfil the duty to which we are here exhorted, 
and yet at the same time say. My Lord delayeth 
His coming — the event is in the distant future — to 
watch for His appearing now is a vain and hurtful 
expectation ? What is this but to make the very 
reason for the exhortation, which the Saviour urges 
with so much earnestness, to be wholly irrelevant, 
not to say, wholly erroneous? 

But further, the doctrine of our Confession, on 
the point immediately under consideration is again 
confirmed, were confirmation necessary, by the 
uniform language of the Apostolical Epistles. 
The holy Apostles, writing "as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost," in imitation of the Master con- 
tinually urge, not the mere fact of the Advent, bnt 
the nearness of it, and the uncertainty as to the time 
of it, as the incentive to continual watchfulness and 
fidelity. " The night is far spent; the day is at hand; 
let us there/ore cast off the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light." Eom. xiii. 12. "Let 
your moderation he known unto all men — the Lord 
is at hand." Phil. iv. 6. " Be patient, brethren, the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh. Behold the 
Judge standeth at tJie door." James v. 7, 9. "The 



,y Google 



36 THAT BLESSED HOPE. 

end of all things is at hand, be ye therefore sober and 
watch unto prayer." 1 Peter iv. 7. "The day of 
Lord oometh as a thief in the night — therefore, let ns 
not sleep as do others, but let ns watch and bo 
sober." 1 Thess. v. 2, 6. 

Brethren, is this uniform language of the inspired 
Apostles accidental? Or is it wholly meaningless? 
Or if not wholly undesigned and without meaning, 
does the word of God teach any duty more distinctly 
and repeatedly than the duty — not merely of be- 
lieving in the/aci of tlie Lord's Advent — mi\ch leas 
that it is to be regarded as an event in the distant 
future — but believing in the nearness of it, regard- 
ing it as ever imminent, and looking for it con- 
tinually with expectation and preparation? 

The argument on the point immediately under 
consideration, however conclusive already, is not 
exhausted. "We remark further, we all — and espe- 
cially those of ns who reject the doctrine of our 
Confession — habitually use the language of our 
text, "Watch, f»r ye know not what hour the Lord 
doth come," and the parallel passage, "Watch, for 
in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man 
Cometh," as language, if not intended for, at least 
precisely adapted to our purpose, when we would 
admonish men to prepare for the ever-imminent 
hour of death. Now when we use this language, is 
it simply to remind men that death, sooner or later, 
is inevitable? Or is it not for the very purpose of 
reminding them that death is ever imminent f Sup- 
pose one of our hearers should say, "death is in- 
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deed inevitable, and I endeavor to keep that fact 
constantly in view ; but I do not believe tbat I sball 
die to-day, nor for many years to come." Would 
we say to sucb an one, "thxU is the view of death 
wbich we are exhorting you to cherish — that is pre- 
cisely what we meant when we said, " Watch, for 
ye know not the hour"? Or if the very supposition 
that we could make such a reply is preposterous, 
is it less so to attribute a similar meaning to the 
language as it came from the Saviour's lips, and 
maintain tbat He simply exhorts us to prepare for 
His coming as an event in the distant future, when 
He says, " Watch, for ye know not at what hour 
your Lord doth come" — "Watch, for ia such an 
hour as ye think not the Son of man cpnieth"? Is 
not the habitual appropriation of these words, as an 
admonition to prepare for death as ever imminent, 
an emphatic acknowledgment by those with whom 
we are contending, that the language immediately 
under consideration — " Watch, for ye know not the 
hour" — admits of no other possible meaning than 
that attributed to it in our Confession? 

The argument is not yet exhausted. That the 
doctrine of our Confession on both the points that 
have been called fti question is the doctrine of 
God's word, ia established — independently of all 
that we have thus far said, and yet, as it seems to 
me, in itself, conclusively — by the acknowledged 
fact, alluded to above, that the Apostolic Church, 
uuder the immediate instruction of the holy men 
who spoke as well as wrote " as they were moved 
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hy the Holy Ghost," regarded the personal coming 
of Christ as an event near at band, and " looked for" 
it with longing expectation. This fact — so import- 
ant in its bearing on the question as to the meaning 
of the repeated exhortations of Christ and the Apos- 
tles with reference to "the coming of the Lord" — is 
not, so far as we know, disputed. Dr. Hodge, in his 
Commentary on first Cor. i, 7, says, " The Second 
Advent of Christ, so clearly predicted by Him- 
self and His Apostles, was the object of longing 
expectation to all the early Christians, So general 
was this expectation that Christians were character- 
ized as those who 'love His appearing,'" He re- 
marks furtlier — and we commend it, brethren, to 
your consideration — "If the second coming of 
Christ is to Christians of the present day less an 
object of desire than it was to their brethren during 
the Apostolic age, it must be because they think 
the Lord is ' slack concerning His promise,' and for- 
get that with Him 'a thousand years is as one day.'" 
On the same passage Mr. Barnes says, "the earnest 
expectation of the coming of the Lord Jesus became 
one of the marks of early Christian piety." 

Now if the question were as to the meaning of 
some obscure and unimportant passage of Scripture, 
the interpretation of the Apostolic Church might 
not be regarded as autboritative and final. But 
when the question is, as to a subject repeatedly and 
prominently presented, by both Christ and the 
Apostles — presented too as a matter of the highest 
practical moment, and in terms moreover which im- 
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ply that tiie sabject was familiarly known and well 
understood — is it not simply incredible, that after 
all, not merely here and there an ignorant heliever, 
but that the whole body of believers- — the Church, 
in which dwells the Spirit promised as a guide to 
truth — should have entirely misapprehended the 
meaning of their inspired teachers, and have been, 
not merely in doubt, but in positive error, as to 
what the duty was to which they were exhorted ? 

But it is said, since eighteen centuries have actu- 
ally passed and Christ has not yet come, baa not the 
result demonstrated that the Apostolic Church was 
in error on this subject? The answer to the plau- 
sible objection implied in this inquiry, is simply 
this; if the early Christians believed that Christ 
would certainly come in their day they certainly 
were in error, but if they believed, as they did be- 
lieve— just what the framers of our Standards be- 
lieved — that for aught that was revealed Christ might 
come in their day, and accordingly lived in longing 
expectation of the occurrence of the event as ever 
possible, they were not in error, but both in faith 
and practice fulfilled au eminent Christian duty. 
If one should say, "Imay die to-day," and endeavors 
to live with the possibility of his speedy departure 
from this world constantly in view, will it be said 
that he was in error, and cherished a mistaken ap- 
prehension, if his life be lengthened out for years to 
come? Just this, and no more, was the error of the 
Apostolic Church as to the time of the Advent. 

But again it is said, the Apostolic Church did 
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undou'btedly espect the speedy coining of the Lord, 
but does not Paul in his second Epistle to the Thes- 
salonians endeavor expressly, to correct their mis- 
apprehension on this subject. It must be admitted 
that in our version of the Scriptures, Paul, in the 
passage referred to, is represented as contradicting in 
terms what not only the other Apostles, but what he 
himself elsewhere repeatedly and uniformly teaches 
— namely, that "the day of Christ is at hand.' "We 
need not repeat the familiar passages to this effect, 
many of which have been already quoted. How 
then are we to reconcile this apparent contradiction ? 
The explanation is simply this; oar translators 
have used the same expression — "at hand" — for two 
entirely different words in the original, the precise 
meaning of one of these words being "is near," the 
precise meaning of the other, "is present." Now the 
former is that which the Apostles uniformly employ 
when they are represented as teaching that the (Jay 
of the Lord is " at hand." "What Paul does write to 
the Romans is, " the night is far spent, the day is 
near (yjyyixeny Eom. xiii, 12 ; and to the Philippians, 
"let your moderation be known unto all men; the 
Lord is near {iyY>J<;)" Phil. iv. 5. So Peter in his 
first Epistle, "the end of all things is near {>jY)'t-i$y' 
1 Peter iv, 7, So Jamea in his exhortation to suf- 
fering saints, "Be patient, brethren, the coming of 
the Lord is near {rjXY"'^)" James v. 8. 
, Now in the passage in question — that in the 2d 
Epistle to the Thessalonians — where Paul is repre- 
scEted as admonishing them to "be not soon shaken 
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ia mind as that the day of Christ is at hand," 2 Tbesa, 
ii. 2, the Apostle uses the other term referred to — 
susmJjXsi' — the precise meaning of which is, "is pre- 
sent." And that this is its precise meaDiag ia 
established beyond controversy, by its undoubted, 
meaning in other connections in wbich the same 
Apostle uses it — as ia Eom. viii. 38, " things present'" 
(e^sffTtora) as contrasted with "things to come;" 
1st Cor. iii. 22, " things present" {eusaTwza) again as 
contrasted with " things to come;" 1st Cor. vii. 26, 
" the present distress" {xtiV zvzaxoiao.v avarfy^iju-^ Gal. 
i. 4, " this present evil world" (rou sveotoji-oc aiatM^ 
7:ovyjpo')\) Heb. ix. 9, "the time thea present" 
(jvE<7r^/or«.)* Brethren, whatever the Apostle in- 
tended to teach in the passage under consideration, 
he is not guilty of a contradietion in terms. 

Another common misapprehension, as we believe, 
in regard to the Apostle's meaning in the passage in 
question — of less moment than that just mentioned, 
and yet deserving of notice — is, that when Paul ex- 
horts the Thessalonians to "be not soon shaken in 
mind or troubled," he refers to agitation and alarm 
in the Thessalonian Church in view of the immediate 
coming of Christ. Apostolic Christians were not so 
affected by the prospect of Christ's speedy coming. 
It was to them a " blessed hope," and they " looked 
for" it and " hasted unto" it, with desire and long- 
ing. "We understand the meaning of the Apostle 

* The only other inatnnoe in which the rerb in question occurs 
in the New Testament, is in 2 Timolby iii. 1, " In the last days 
perilous times shall came." {itm>i3»fjj.) 
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here to be, that they should not he shaken in their 
faith, or troubled with doubts as to the doctrine he 
had taught them in regard to the personal coming 
of the Lord, We so understand his meaning, not 
only for the reason just mentioned, but from the 
terms in which he repeats Lis admonition, after he 
had mentioned the reason why they should not "be 
soon shaken in mind or be troubled, neither by 
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us." 
" Brethren," says he, " standfast, therefore, and hold 
the traditions which ye have been taught, whether 
by word or our Epistle," How fully and explicitly 
he had taught them, in the Epistle here referred to, 
the very doctrine which we are defending, may be 
seen by reference. 

We understand, then, the Apostle's admonition in 
the passage in question, to be this — be not soon 
shaken in your faith, or troubled with doubts, "as 
that the day of Christ is present" Whether he here 
refers to the doctrine of those whom he elsewhere 
mentions, (2 Tim. ii. 18,) who held that "the re- 
surrection is past already" — whose heresj', as is 
generally supposed, was, that the only resurrection 
was a spiritual, not literal, resurrection, and who 
doubtless held similar views in regard to the cognate 
subject, the coming of the Lord — or whether he 
refers to an espectation in the Thessalonian Church 
that Christ would certainly immediately appear, we 
need not atop to incLuire. The Apostle undoubtedly 
goes on to teach, not only that the day of the Lord 
was not then present, but that it was not inimc- 
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diately to occur; that there would first be "a falling 
away" — an apostasy — and the revelation of "the 
man of sin, the son of perdition;" and that then 
Christ would appear to destroy hira, " by the spirit 
of His mouth and the brightness of His coming" — 
literally "the Epiphany of His Parousia." But 
now, mark — as if to guard the Thessalonians against 
assuming that the Parousia was in the distant future, 
and saying in their hearts, My Lord delayeth His 
coming, the Apostle admonishes them, that "the 
mystery of iniquity doth already work ;" that they 
knew " what withholdeth that the man of sin might 
be revealed;" that as soon as this power or agency 
which prevented for the time the revelation of the 
man of sin was " taken out of the way," that wicked 
one should be revealed; and that then the Lord 
would come for his destruction. Now is there any- 
thing here in conflict with the elsewhere repeated 
and uniform teaching of the Apostles, that " the day 
of the Lord ia near?" Is there anything even in- 
consistent with what the Apostle certainly seems to 
intimate ia his first Epistle, the possibility — for aught 
that was revealed — that some of those whom he was 
addressing might be "alive and remain until the 
coming of the Lord" ? What was to intervene was 
but the development of an agency "already" at 
work. What, at the time then present, prevented 
this development, was an agency which God could 
at any time take out of the way. Is there anything 
here taught which would have justified the Thessa- 
lonians in assuming that this preventing power 
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mlglit not be soon "taken out of the wiiy," the miin 
of sin revealed and suddenly destroyed by the 
brightness of Christ's coming? 

In this connectioQ, the language of John in his 
first Epistle, written some years later, deserves to be 
noticed. " Every spirit," says he, "that confesseth 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is not of 
God, and this is that spirit of Antichrist, whereof ye 
have heard that it should come and even now already 
is in the world" 1 John iv. 3, Again, " as ye have 
heard that Antichrist shall come, even now are there 
many antichrists, whereby we know that it is the 
last time" — literally, " the last honr." 1 John ii. 18. 

From this important passage in the second Epis- 
tle to tbe Thessalonians — so often referred to, and, 
so far as we know, the only passage referred to, as a 
proof-text, by those who say. My Lord delayeth His 
coming — whatever else may be learned, three things 
at least are clearly taught. First, that neither Paui 
nor the Thessalonians attached any other idea to 
the New Testament expression, the rtapouaia of 
Christ — which occurs in the first verse and also in 
the eighth — than the personal Advent of the Lord. 
The Apostle uses the expression as convertible, and 
iience identical in signification, with "the day of 
Christ." Second, the one prophetic event which, at 
the time Paul wrote this Epistle, was to anticipate 
the coming of the Lord, was, not a millennial 
era of righteoLisuess and peace on earth, but, an 
apostasy and the revelation of the man of sin — the 
son of perdition. That Paul should have expected 
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ft millermiam of rigbteousDess before the coming of 
the Lord, such as is commonly expected at the pre- 
sent day, and not have rnentioned it here, when his 
very object is to state what should intervene before 
Christ's coming, is, to say the least, inoxpliciible. 
And third, the event — the only event — which Paul 
predicted would precede the coming, we have abun- 
dant reason to believe has occurred. The framers 
of our Confession taught that it had occurred even 
in their day. Chap, xxv. Sec. vi. That which, when 
Paul wrote, "withheld," has been "taken out of the 
way," and the man of sin has been revealed. Now 
■whatever the Thesmlonians were here taught to be- 
lieve as to the nearness of Christ's comiog, can we 
receive this language of the Apostle as the rule of 
our faith, and yet donbt, that " the night is far 
spent, the day — the day of the glorious appearing 
— is at liand"? 

A complete discussion of the question proposed 
would require an examination of the Scripture evi- 
dence — if there be any — of a millennial era of 
righteousness and peace on earth before the coming 
of our Lord. This, want of time forbids. Let it 
suf&ce here to say, that the expectation of such a 
millennial era before the Advent, is strictly a mod- 
ern idea — a novelty in the history of the Church. 
It was wholly unknown in Apostolic days. It was 
nnknoivn in the Church of the Reformation, except 
to be repudiated. It is nowhere even alluded to in 
our Standards. When proposed, as it was about 
one hundred and fifty years ago by Whitby — who 
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may be said to be the father of it in the form in 
which it now generally prevails — it was proposed 
avowedly as "a new hypothesis." Now, is it to 
be believed, that a doctrine so long wholly unre- 
cognized by the Churchj is nevertheless a doc- 
trine of Holy Scriptiire, and moreover taught there 
so fully and explicitly, tjiat notwithstanding the ex- 
hortation of our text and numerous other paasagea 
of similar import, we are justified in saying, not 
only in our heart but with the lips, "My Lord de- 
layeth his coming"? 

We have thus, brethren, endeavored to present 
as fully as the occasion will permit, some of those 
reasons whicli constrain us to accept the doctrine of 
our Confession on this subject, as the doctrine of 
God's word. By the full and explicit and uniform 
teaching both of Christ and the Apostles, we feel 
shut up to the conclusion, that it is a clearly re- 
vealed duty, urgent now not less but more than in 
Apostolic days, to "look for and hasten unto the 
coming of the day of God" — to be "ever watchful" 
for "the glorious appearing," because "we know not 
at what hour the Lord doth come," And, brethren 
in the ministry of Christ and stewardship of the 
mysteries of God, in view of the prominent place 
this subject occupies in God's word — in that por- 
tion of it, moreover, specially given to guide the 
faith and practice of the Church "until he come" — 
do we "rightly divide the word of truth" if we fail 
to give frequency and prominence to the exhorta- 
tion of our text, " Watch, for ye know not at what 
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tour your Lord doth come"? Did the inspired 
Apostles — -did Christ himself — overestimate the 
importance of this theme? Or has its value as a 
truth of the highest practical moment diminished? 
Is there less force in Paul's argument now than 
when he wrote to the Romans, "the night is far 
spent, the day is at hand, let us therefore put off the 
works of darkness and let H3 put ou the armor of 
light?" Or is not "the day" — the day of Christ's 
appearing and our consummated redemption — 
nearer than when they thus believed? Does not 
each passing year but give increased emphasis to 
the Apostles' frequent word of warning and yet of 
comfort — "the Lord is at hand"? And, if we fail to 
proclaim this solemn, precious truth, do we declare 
the whole "counsel of God"? Is "the blessed hope" 
no part of the "glad tidings" which it is our high 
commission to preach to men? So thought not the 
great Apostle to the Gentiles — the Apostle, whom 
the Spirit of inspiration has made it our duty to 
imitate— rso thought not Paul, when be gave the 
crowning place to "this blessed hope," in that ad- 
mirable summary of Christian faith and practice 
which occurs in the Pastoral Epistle to Titus — "the 
grace of God that hringeth salvation hath appeared 
unto all men, teaching us: that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusis, we should live soherk/, righteously, 
and godly in this present world, LOOKING FOB THAT 
BLESSED HOPE AHD THE GLORIOUS APPEARING OF 
THE GREAT GOB AND OUR SaVIOUR JeSUS ChRIST," 
Learn from this Paul's estimate of our doctrine, and 
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give heed to the accompanying exhortation to Titus 
— and not only to Titus hut to us, fellow -laborer a 
with Titus, in the ministry of the word — "these 
things teach and exhort." 

Allow me in closing this discussion, to advert to 
the common — and were it well-founded, serious — 
objection to the doctrine we have been endeavoring 
to defend, namely, that it is hostile to the cause of 
missions, that to teach that we should be "ever 
watchful" for the coming of the Lord, and eonse- 
qnently are not to expect the conversion of the 
world and a millennium of righteousness before the 
Advent, is to take away, what is generally esteemed 
at least, the most powerful incentive to the fulfil- 
ment of the great commission, "Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature." 

In reference to this objection, we suggest for your 
consideration, first : The incentive to the fulfilment 
of the great commission, which should ever occupy 
the foremost place in the estimation of the believer, 
and should be regarded as of itself a sufficient mo- 
tive were there no other, is not, the prospect of 
success, but the command of Christ, His revealed 
will is not only the rule, but should be esteemed 
the most powerful incentive to the performance of 
duty. 

Second : As to other and subordinate motives, are 
we justified in assuming that the prospect of a mil- 
lennium of righteousness before Christ's coming — 
which is nowhere alluded to in the word of God as 
an incentive to duty— is nevertheless a more power- 
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fvil motive to fidelity in tbe Master's service than 
that motive which everywhere throughout the New 
Testament is prominently urged — "the blessed 
hope of the glorious appearing" of the Lord. Or to 
state the point in the language of the Anti-Millena- 
rian, Dr. Brown, "If Christ's second coming, instead 
of heiug kept full in the view of the Church, as we 
find it in the New Testament, is shifted into the 
background, while other anticipations are advanced 
in its room, are we trembling at the authority and 
wisdom of G-od in his word, or are we not rather 
leaning on our own understanding?" 

Third : As either theory involves the hope of the 
universal reign of righteousness on earth, is the 
prospect of the speedy manifestation of this Messianic 
kingdom — its manifestation whenever "the gospel 
of the kingdom shall have been preached unto all 
nations, for a loitness" — less encouraging, than the 
belief that this kingdom is yet in the distant future, 
and to be established only after hard and protracted 
effort, and often for the time doubtful aiiccess, sucb 
as has hitherto characterized the progress of the 
conflict of the Church with the world. 

Fourth : Was the effect of " this blessed hope" on 
the missionary spirit and martyr spirit of the primi- 
tive Church such that we should dread the effect if it 
prevailed now sb it did then? Or is its actual effect 
now, so far as it does prevail, such as should lead 
us to deprecate its universal prevalence? From all 
the information we have been able to obtain we feel 
well-assured the proportion of so-called Millenariaua 
4 
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among our Missionaries at this present day is far 
greater tlian the propoTtion of Millenarians in the 
Cliiirch at large. Of sis young men from our own 
Seminary, who ofiered themselves a year ago co our 
Board of Foreign Missions, four of them were 
Millenarians, and so far as we know, the only Mil- 
lenarians at that time in the Seminary. Is not one 
such fact a conclusive reply to the objection that the 
prospect of Christ's spesdy coming is hostile, or 
§ven unfavorable, to the cause of Missions ? On 
this point we submit further, the testimony of one 
of our most sober-minded and devoted Missiona- 
ries — the lamented martyr, Walter Lowrie. "I have 
adopted," he writes to a friend, "many of the Mil- 
lenarian views in regard to the second Advent. 
They seem to make many things in the history of 
Missions, which were dark before, much more plain 
and encouraging. I find much satisfaction in them 
and often long inexpressibly for 'the glorious 
appearing.' I have lost none of my confidence in 
preaching, but rather have felt it increased by these 
views." 

^Finally: To the lover of out Lord Jesus, is the 
prospect of His "glorious appearing" and a king- 
dom in which He shall reign personally, a less 
" blessed hope" than the prospect of a millennium 
without his personal presence. "If I were but 
sure," says Baxter, "that I should hvs to see the 
coming of the Lord, it would be the joyfullest tidings 
to me in the world. that I might see His king- 
dom come ! It is the characteristic of His saints to 
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"love his appearing" and "to look for tliat blessed 
hope." The Spirit and the bride say, Come. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus. "Come quickly," is 
the language of faith and hope and love." "The 
Lord's bride," says Rutherford, "will be up and down, 
above the water swimming or under the water 
sinking, until her lovely and mighty Redeemer and 
Husband set His head through the skies and give 
her the hoped-for inheritance. O, day dawn ! 0, 
time run fast I 0, Bridegroom post, post fast, that 
we may meet! 0, heavens cleave in two, that that 
bright face and head may set itself through the 
clouds !" 

Brethren in gospel bonds — in "the bond of 
perfectness," the bond of love — of love for one 
another as lovers together of Him who hath loved 
us unto the death — the bond that "abldeth" when 
faith shall be exchanged for open vision, and hope 
for fruition — shall we dread the prevalence of the 
spirit which glowed in the hearts of these prinoes 
among God'a saints, lest peradveuture our fervent 
zeal grow cold, and we become less faithful servants 
of the Master? Or has the Church in this our day 
a more crying need than to be baptized with the 
baptism of their spirit, that we too be found "looldng 
for and hasting vMo the coming of the day of God"f 
In the Master's name, I therefore exhort you person- 
ally — and beseech you to exhort others — to "watch, 
for ye- know not at lohat hour your Lord doth come" 
Let scoffers ask, "where is the promise of His 
coming?" "Brethren, ye are not in darkness, that 
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that day should overtake you unawares." "Ye 
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord 
sliall come" — that it shall come "as a thief in the 
night," "in an hour when men think not," at a time 
when the world in blindness is saying "peace and 
safety," aye, when even the vigil virgins are slumber- 
ing- and sleeping — as the flood in the days of Noah — 
as tlie fire from heaven on Sodom — unexpected — 
unsuspected — "so shall the coming of the Son of 
man be." " Let us then, who are of the day, not 
sleep as do others, but let us watch and he sober." 
"With trimmed lamps and girded loins, let us watch 
and wait, with desire and expectation, for the 
coming of the Master, for " blessed is that servant 
whom the Lord when He cometh shall Jind, WATCHING," 
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In Fairbiuni's yevy interesting and inatrnodye work on Prophecy, 
tlie question as to t£e different sensea in wbiah Gbrist is in the 
New Teetament said to come, is fully discussed. The eonoluaion 
which the author endeavors to establish is, that " the question of 
Christ'e Seoond Advent is not to be determined by the mere 
announcement of his coming;" that is, Christ is said to come in so 
many different senses, that when His "coming" is mentioned, we 
cannot infer from the mere expression that His Seoond Advent is 
the coming referred to. 

That it may be seen how little ground there really is for this 
opinion, 30 commonly and confidently entertained — that the 
language of the New Testament in regard to the ooniing of Christ 
is arabigaous — we present the substance of Dr. Fairbaim's argu- 

To show what "the presumption is" as to New Testament 
phraseology on the subject, our author adduces a number of 
passages from the Old Testament in which a " coming of the Lord" 
that is not personal, is either espressed or implied. Aa the 
question is not one of "presumption" hut of far.t, we need not stop 
to examine the passages referred to — they prove nothintc as to the 
point at issue, namely, what phraseology the New Testament 
writers did actually employ. 

On this point — tie only point in question — Dr. Fairbairn says, 
" There is a coming spoken of in the New Testament which may 
be designated in the proper sense terminal, and therefore visible, 
so that every eye shall see it. And there are comings of a provi- 
sional kind, which all point toward the ultimate manifehtation. 
The reference to both modes of coming is found in oar Lord's ovm 
discourses on the subject," 

The passage first adduoed occurs in the parable of the wicked 
husbandmen, who beat some of their lord's servants, stoned others, 
and finally kiHed his son. "When the lord of the vineyard Com- 
eth," the Saviour asks, "what will he do unto those husbandmen ?" 
Matt. ssi. 40. Now with all respect for our distinguished author, 
we cannot but regard this reference as irrelevant, first, because 
the coming here spoken of is part of the language of tbsparabls, 
and does not occur in the interpretation of it which is subse- 
quently given ; and secondly and especially, beoause tlie coming 
here spoken of is not a, coming of the son at all, but a coming of 
of the lord of the vineyard. Certainly this has nothing tc do with 
the ciucstiou under oousideration — the meaning of tie New Testa- 
ment expression, " the coming of Christ." 
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The BBoont! passage addueecl occurs in the charge of the Saviour 
to tlie twelve when he for iie first time sent tliem forth to preaoh 
1g Hie name, oommaGding them "not to go icto the vaj of the 
Gentiles nor into any city of the Samaritans," but "to the lost 
sheep of the bouse of Israel." "When they persecute you" aajs 
Christ, "in this oitj, flee into another ; for verily I say unto you, 
ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel (ill the Son of man be 
come." Matt. X. 2S. "What poaalbly could be meant by this," oar 
author asks, "but His coming to order and settle aneir the afiwrs 
of His tiEgdom among men? Coming not in visible personality, 
yet in real miyesty, first to endoic His followers with power from 
on high, and cheer them with tuanifestatioas of His presence, and 
tJien to remove by His judgments the old polity and commonwealth 
out of tlie nay." 

The difl'ereot interpretations according to Lange, ■which have 
been given of this paBsago are the foUowing : 1. wttU the mclory of 
the cause of Ohrisl ^aamgartea — CruBias;) 2, to the dfsimciion of 
Jeriisaiem (Miehaells and othars;) 8. to the oai-pouriui/ cf the 
Soly Spirit (Calvin and others;) 4. tiU help shall be afforded by the 
Son of man (Chrjsostom ; ) 5. till the second evmng of Cla-Ut 

i Meyer.) Lange very properly adds, "But the commentators 
orget that the Apostles only preceded Christ, and that this passage 
refers in the Srst place to that particular mission. Hence, yio 
explain it: iUl the Son of man shall overtake jjou. (So also 
Henbner.") That this is most probably the true interpretation is 
conflrmeti by the record of the subsequent mission of the aeveoty, 
where it is expressly mentioned, He "sent them forth two and 
two before His face, into every city and place whither He himself 
TTonld come." Lange adds, " the expression, however, is also 
symbolical, and applies to the Church generally. In this sense it 
points forward to flie second coming of Christ ; including ^t the 
same time the idea, that their apostolic labors in Jndea would be 
cnt short by the judgments impending over Jerusaleia." 

The third passage addaced by Dr, Fairbaim from the discourses 
of Christ, in support of Ms position, is Matt, svi, 2B, "verily I 
Bay unto yon there be some standing here which shall not taste of 
death until they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom." 
Mari says "until ttej See the kingdom of God come with power," 
ix. I. Luke, " until they see the kingdom of God." ix . 27. 

Dr. Alexander, in his Commentary on this passage as it occurs 
in Mark's Gospel, says, "This verse is one of the most difficult 
and disputed iu the whole book." The different interpretations 
given by Lange are ; I. Chrysostom and many others understand 
the reference to be to the Transfigriration ; 2, Qrotiue, Capellus, 
Wetatein, Ebmrd, fAlford, Owen,] — The destmction of Jemsaiem 
and the founding of the Ohristirm Ohurch ; 8. Dorner — the conquests 
and pi-ogreii of the Gospel; 4. Meyer and others — the iecoiid 
Advent. Lange himself understands tiie refetenee to be to "Christ's 
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Advent in the glory of His kingdom wiHiin the circle of His 
disci plea"— fulfilled, "when the Saoiom rose from the dead and 
revealed Simtelf to them " Mr. Barnes nndersttvnda tbe reference 
to be to (fta day of Pealecosl and ike founding of the Christian 
Ohwek. Dr. Alexander on tbia passage remHrks. " The solntions 
of this question wliioh have been proposed ore ohjectaoiiable, 
chiefi; beCBuae too esicluelve end restriotive of the promise to a 
single point of tirae, whereas it reallj has reference to a gradnal 
or progressive change — the lastJtution of Christ's kingdom in the 
bearts of men and in society at larjua — of whioh protracted process 
tbe two salient points are the effusion of tbe Spirit on the day of 
Penlacoat and the destruction of Jerusalem, betvpeen which 
points — an those of its inception and consummation — lies the 
lingering death of tbe Mosalo diapensSition and the gradual erec- 
tion of Messiah's kingdom. 

Without presuming to decide whicb of these different interpre- 
tations is the true one, we would state the reasons which favor the 
interpretation firsts mentioned, namely, that the language in 
question woa used with special reference to thai manifestation of 
Himself, whioh Christ was soon (a make to chosen witnesses on 
the Mount of Transfiguration. 

1. Tills interpretation seems to ba most in accordance with the 
language of the preceding contelt. 

The occasion on whicli the words in question were uttered was 
a critical epoob in tbe Saviour's history. It marks the beginning 
of a new revelation to the disciples both of Himself, and of tbe 
work whicb he came to accomplish. The time had come for tliose 
■who -would be his disciples to make ft formal, erplieit profession of 
their faitli in Him as ike Messiah. In answer to His question, 
"But whom say ye that I amt" Peter, speaking not only for 
himself hut for the twelve, had declared, "Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of tbe living Qod." Jesus had uttered His memorable 
reply. "On this rock, I will build my Church." "From that time 
forth," says Matthew, "He began to show unto His disciples that 
he must go unto Jerusalem and suffer many things of the elders 
and chief priest and scribes, and be pat to death, and on the third 
day be r^sed again." He not only revealed to them that He him- 
self must suffer many things and die; He made known to thent 
that all who would follow Him must eipeot afElotiona and perse- 
outions even unto death for His sake. An announoement so con- 
trary to all their previous anticipations could not but be a severe 
trial of their faith. Be acoordingly sets before them the ultimate 
conaequences both of faithlessness and of fidelity. "Whosoever 
will save his life shall loss it ; and whosoever will lose his life for 
my sake shall Bud it. For theSon nf man shall some in hie ovm glory, 
(Lukeii. 27,) and the glory of Hii Father and with Bis angels, and 
then shall He remard enerji maa according to his works." (To appre- 
ciate fully tJie canueciion between this passage and that which 
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fulSl tha very end, which the event referrecl to in the Saviour's pro- 
mise WHS to fulfil, immelj, to confirm the faith of the diaoiplaa in 
tfesns aa tlie Meaaiah. This is acknowledge d even by those who 
do not regard the Transfiguration as the event referred to. Owen 
says, " The Divine splendor which on that ooonsioc inTested the 
Saviour was chiefly designed to strengthen the faith of His follow- 
ers, to all oE whom, after His resnccection, it was permitted to be 
told." Here then is aa event which in its/ortn correapouded with 
the coming predicted more preoiselj than did any other coming 
whioh those then living were permitted to behold. Moreover, it 
fulfilled the very design of the coming predioted. Is it not then 
probahle that this event was the event referred to! 

4. The Transfiguration is recorded hy each of the three ev.T,ngel- 
ists in immediate conneelion wil^ the iangaage under considern' 
ticn. Not only are the records of the two events thus oonnected 
in place—Vtiej are conneoted in terms, ".dnd after six clayB," says 
Matthew ; " And after six days," says Mark ; " And it came to 
pass about aa eight days after these sayings," says Luke. Was 
this oareful eonneotion in the record of the Tranafigurution and 
the Saviour's pronuse, accidental? Or if designed, what design 
more probable than to indicate that the event thus recorded was 
the fulfilment of the prediction! 

5, This interpretation reoeivaa strong confirmation from the lan- 
guage of Peter in the first ohapter of his second Epistle. "We 
have not followed ounningly devised fables, when we made known 
nnto you the pmcer and earning of our Lord Jeaua Christ, but were 
eye-tcitneisea af IFu mqj'esly. For Be received frooi God the Fnther 
honor and glory, when there came such a -voice to Him from the 
escellect glory. This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. And this voioe we heard when we were with Him in the 
holy mount." I3 it a Tery violent assumption, to suppose, that 
the promiae of the Saviour — "there be some standing here that 
shall not taste of death until they see the Son of man coming in 
His kingdom, with power" — ^was fulfilled, when subsequently some 
of those then present had granted unto them "a vision" (Matt, 
xvii. 9) of " the power ancf coming" of the Son of man — a vision, 
such that thoy wore ahle subsequently to declare, that they had 
been "eye-witnesses of His majesty"! 

[It is sometimes remarked that John, who wM the only one of 
the Evangelists who beheld the Tranefiguration, is the only one 
who makes no mention of it. Is not the Transfiguration the par- 
ticular event referred to in the introduclion to hia Gospel, (i. 11,) 
when he says, " We beheld His glory, the glory as of the only be- 
gotten of the Father" ?] 

5. That the language in quesdon, "ih= coming of the Son of 
man in His kingdom," ia not any spiritual oi- providential comiag, 
is confirmed further by the fact, that in every other instance in 
Scripture in wliich "the kingdom," and "the coming" of Christ 
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are assoeiated, the kingdom referred to is fiat biiigiJom of glory 
which, is to be cmnifeBted at the Second Advent. See 1 Tim. i. i. 
Matt. isiv. 31— 84. Luke six. 11— 27. Luke sJd. 27— 31. ICor. 
xy. 50-52. 

The only other passage in our Lord's disoouMOS, quoted by Br. 
Faii-bfiiru as onntnining a reference to a coming of Cbriat not 
terminal and visible, is our test and oonteit. The propriety of 
this reference lias been diacnssed in the sermon. 

After these referenoes to our Lord's discourses, Dr. Pidrbnira 
goes on to say, " There can be no doubt that the final return of the 
Saviour is often iseld forth in the New Testament as the great ob- 
ject of hope and espeotation to the Church." He qnotes to this 
effect several pasBRgea from the Acti and the Bpiatlea, adding, "it 
is needless to multiply cKamplea. But stick paiiaff's allemate with 
others in vihich a coming is ipoken of (the italics are our ownj which 
is neither terniino.l, nor marked by any ontTfti'd personal display." 
That wo may not subject ourselves to the suepioion of miarepresen- 
tatioQ, we give in full, in his owu language, oor author's attempt 
to sEbstantiate this remarkable statement. He says, " the history 
detaileil in the Book of the Acts, though formally that of the 
Apostles, appears more as the continuation of Ckrist's personal 
agency carried on through the instrnmeutality of the immediate 
notors, than of their ovra proper working. The wonders of Peate- 
cost wei-e eshibited as the evidences of Christ's esaitation and the 
fruit of His power. The miraculous healing of the poor cripple at 
the temple-gate, and the no less miraculous judgment oo Aaamas 
and Sapphira in the ohnrch were alike viewed as the result of 
Uiirist's ootstretehed hand; they happened because He (the Holy 
One whom the Father had anointed, iv. 27—30,) was present with 
the power of His Spirit to do signs and wonders. When the 
Apostles bore to other lands the gospel of salvation and planted 
Christian churohea, Clirist himself was declared to have come anil 
preftchec! peace by them. (Eph. ii. 17 ) On Him, as a present 
living Saviour, they laid the foundation of a living Cburoh." 
(1 Cor. iii. 10, U.) 

This is the entire argument to justify the assertion, that in the 
Book of the Acts,' and in the Epistles, " a coming lohicli is neither 
terminal nor vhihie is spnkeit of" so frequently, that the passages 
"ftlteraate" with those refoiTing to tbe terminal, visible, coming — 
which are so numerous that particulai; quotation is unnecessary. 
Kow we i-espeutfully snbinit, has the record of the evidences of 
Christ's abiding presence in His Church — which ihe sacred writers 
carefully avoid speaking of as a coming of Christ — any.lbing to do 
with the question under consideration, namely, the meanings of the 
sncrert WTltera when they do apeak of Christ's "coming?" Or is 
not the legitimate inference the tery opposite of that which I)r. 
F^urbairn mould have us make ? Does it not indicate that Christ's 
abidii'.g presenofl in the Church — his fulfihiient of the promise, 
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"Lo, I !tm ivlili you always" — oaiiiiot with any propriety of speech 
be oalled a coming of Clirist at all — or at least that the saereii 
■writers ao judged? Or if by an unnatural use of lajiguage an 
abiding presenM might he caUed a " coraing," did not the saored 
writers avoid that phraseology for the tery purpose of preventing 
all douht aa to their meaning when thej did speak of Christ's 
"oomtog"? 

Aocoi-diiig to Dr. Fairbaim's own showing, the only passage in 
the New Testament, outaide of the Gospeis and the Apocalypse, in 
which a ooming of Christ is spoken of, that can by possibility be 
nnderstood as referring to any other coming than the Second Ad- 
vent, is Eph. ii. 17, where it is said, Christ " came and pveaehed 
peace to yon that were afar off and to them that were nigh.'' And 
in regard to this passage, is it beyond question that the Apostle 
here meana anything more than the Savioiu' meant when he said, 
" I am come a light into the world, that so/iosoeuer believeth on me 
ehoatd not abide in darkness — I came not to judge the world, but 
to save the morld" f John lii. 46, 47. What neoeswty is there for 
attributing any other neaiiiug to the Apostle's language except 
tie necessity of the Doctor's argument ? 

At the risk of needleea repetition we call disdnot uttentton to the 
fact, that on the authority of one so familiar with the Soripturea 
ns our distinguished author, tie only passages in the New Testa- 
ment outside of the Apocalypse, in which a coming of Christ is 
mentioned that can by possibility be understood aa referring to any 
other coming than the Second Advent, are the five following; 

1. The ooming spoken of in our text and oontext. 

3. The coming of the Son of man which was to oocur before the 
Apostles on their flrat mission — to " the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel'' — had. "gone over the oities of larael." Matt. 2. 28. 

3. The ooming of the Son of man mentioned in immediate con- 
nection with the acooont of the Transfiguration. Matt. xvi. 48. 

4. The ooming of the lord of the vineyard— not his son — alluded 
to in the parable of the wicked hnsbacdmen. Matt, sii. 40. 

6. The ooming of Christ when he "came and preached peace to 
them which were afar off and to them that were nigh." Eph. ii. 17. 

After these references to passages in the Gospeht, the Aots, and 
the Epiiitles, Dr. FMrboirn prooeeds to remark, "In the book of 
tlio Kevolatiou, mure especially, where the final coming is moEt 
consiiicudasly displayed, providential and invisible comings are also 
most (listiiiiitly noticed." A question might here be faiily raised 
as to the propriety of deriving from the language of the Apocalypse 
a rule for tlie interpretation of the phraseology of the other books 
of the New Testament^ which are so different in chai'aoter and 
purpose, and written maiiy years before book of the Revelation. 
But passing this, what are the passages of the Apooaljpse relied 
upon in support of the above statement! 

Ihs fiiiotatJoiis are as follows; from the charge to tho Church 
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of EpliesHS, " Repeat and do the first works ; or else I will come 
unto thee quickly and remove thy candleatick oat of his place 
(exoept thou repent." 11. 6.) Also, from the charge to the 
Church at Pergamos, "Repent, or else I will come onto thee 
qaiokly (and will fight against them — ^that hold the doctrine of 
Balaam and of the Nioolaitanes — with the sword of my mouth, 
ii. 16.) (The language in the parenthesee is omitted by our 
author.) Also, from the charge to the Church at Sardia, "If thou 
sbalt notwatoh, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou ahalt not 
know what hoar I will oome upou thee." (iii. 8.) The following 
passage from the charge fo the Church of Laodioea if also referred 
to, but not formally quoted, "Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock." (iii. 20.) 

Dr. Fftirbaim might have extended his references by quoting 
from the charge to the Church of Thyatira, " Hold fast till I 
oome" (ii. 25); and from the chaise to the Church of PMladel- 
phia, "Behold I come quickly, hold that fast which thou hast, that 
no man take my crowD." (iii. 11); and from the charge to the 
Church of Smyrna, " Be thou faithful unto death and I will gire 
thee a crown of life" (ii. 10); where the coming ia not indeed 
espreased in terms, but is distiucOy implied, as appears from 
Paul's declaration, 2 Tim. iv. 8, " There is laid up for me a crown 
of righteousness whioh the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give 
me io that day ; and not to me only, but unto all them that love Hia 
appearing." 

In each of the seven charges, then, the coming of the Lord is 
referred to, and is presented moreover as the one great incentive 
to repentance, io constant watchfulness, and to steadfast fidelity. 
And now ia the coming here referred to merely some "providential 
or invisible eoming !" Or ia it not that coming whioh ia the great 
tbeme of the Apooalypae — the Apocalypse itself — (hat coming with 
the announoeraent of which the Boolt opens, "Behold, He cometh 
■with oloads and every eye stall see him"t (i. 7.) Are not the 
Saviour's eskortationa here identical in signiftealion, with those 
repeatedly given elsewhere in the New Testament — " The day of 
of the Lord cometh as a thief in the night, therefore watch and be 
sober ;" " Be patient, brethren, the Parouaia of the Lord draweth 
nigh"? Is not this unquestionably His meaning when He says to 
the Church of Philadelphia, "Behold, I come quickly," and to the 
Church of Thyatira, "Hold fast till I come"! And why suppose a 
different coming referred to in the charges to the other Churches! 
The admonition addressed to the Churches of Ephesus, and 
Pergamos and Smyrna, was not simply, that if fiiey did not repent 
He weald came to them; He was to come to all. The admonition 
was, that if they did not repeat, they would at His coming be 
visited with judgments — if they did not watch. Ha would oome 
upon them " ns a (ylj'f— they knew not at what iiour," 

That tlie final oomiag of the Lord is the coming thi-oughout 
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referred to, is further evident from the terms of th"© promises made 
at the close of tha several addresses to the Ctiurahes, to "Mm tbi^t 
overcomeih," the blessing promised in each case being one that is 
to be conferreil at anil not before the second Advent. 

As another instance of a " providential or invisible ooraing" 
mentioned in the Apocalypse, Dr. Faxrbaim refers to chapter i, 
vthere John aajs, "I saw another mighty angel came down from 
heaven, clothed with a cloud, &o." Now granting that the mighty 
sngel here spolten of is none other than Christ himself, and that 
this record of nhat John saiv in vision has any bearing upon the 
interpretation of the familiar New Testament expression, "the 
coming of Christ," the question may be fairly raised, wliether tha 
coming here symboliieil is not the final coming of the Lord. The 
vision occurs after the vision of the judgments consequent on the 
sounding of the sixth trumpet. The "mighty angel" swears by Him 
that liveth forever and ever, that " time shall be no longer, but in the 
days of the voice of tbe seventh angel when he shall begin to sound, 
the mystery of God shall be finished." In the nest chapter it is 
recorded, "And tbe seventh angel soanded and there were great 
voices in heaven, saying, The Isingdoms of ttiis world are become 
the Itiagdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and he shall reign 
forever and ever." The four and twenty elders are heard giving 
thanits to God, and saying, "Thy wrath is oome, and the time of 
the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shonldst give 
reward to thy servants." si. 15—18. It is true, the vision of the 
prophesying cf the tvro witnesses intervenes, but Dr. Fairbairn in 
a previous part of his work has very properly interpreted this 
vision as "retrospective," and "embracing the whole time between 
the rise of the apostasy and its complete overthrow, which takes 
place at the sounding of the seventh trumpet. During this time 
the real Church is represented as occupying chiefly a witnessing 
condition— she can only deliver a testimony, and is therefore 
symbolized by two witnesses, the legal number for such a purpose." 

Dr. Fairbairn refers to one other passage in proof of his posi- 
tion; "Behold, t come as a thief, blessed is he that watcbeth." 
xvi. 15. Here again we ask, is it to he assumed as unquestion- 
able that the coming referred to in this passage is any other than 
tha final coming of the Lord? , The record immediately following 
is, " And the seventh angel poured out his vial in the air, and there 
came a voice out of the temple of heaven from the throne, saying. 
It is done. And there were voioes, and tbunderings, and light- 
nings, and a great earthquake, such as was not since men were 
upon the earth. And tbe great city was divided into three parts, 
and the cities of the nations fell, and great Bahylon came up in 
remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine cf 
tlie fierceness of His wrath." Now when it is so distinctly foretold 
by Paul that the great apostasy, the man of sin, tbe son of perdi- 
tion, is to be destroyed by "the brightness of Christ's Parousia" — 
Us personal coming — is it to be assumed that the Apocalyptic 
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